SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
Many large fires were started there on the evening
of that day, and these served as a beacon to the
bombers which followed in waves throughout the
night. It was the first of many visitations which
London was to endure. Civilian casualties, especially
among the humble folk of the east-end, were heavy.
The Fifteenth of September
Meanwhile, the daylight attacks went on, despite
the losses inflicted on the raiders, of whom fifty-two
were shot down on September 9 and eighty-nine
on September 11. These and all previous figures of
losses were eclipsed on September 15, when the Luft-
waffe sustained the most crushing defeat in its his-
tory. In a series of battles whiclr flashed and
flickered in the sky above Maidstone, Canterbury,
the Medway, the Thames Estuary, London itself,
away southward to Hastings and Beachy Head, to
Southampton, to Portland in the west, our fighters
met and shattered the enemy legions of the air. They
destroyed 178.German aircraft on that day, while
the ground defences accounted for seven more.
These were the confirmed crashes; and there is little
doubt that, in point of fact, the total German loss
was considerably greater in any case, the victory
of the Royal Air Force was an amazing achieve-
ment. Its cost was twenty-five fighters, but fourteen
of the pilots were saved. In terms of personnel we
lost eleven pilots that day to put at least fae hundred
German airmen out of the war,
The bags of forty-eight enemy aircraft on Septem-
ber 18, of twenty-six on September 25, and of thirty-
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